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1. These rules will be used for all county finals, provincial finals 
and for the All-Ireland final.

2. The Bee Master announces the word to be spelled. The Bee 
Master must speak slowly and clearly, without distorting the 
normal pronunciation of the word.

3. The speller listens carefully to the Bee Master and asks for the 
word to be repeated if necessary. It is the responsibility of the 
speller to ensure they have correctly understood the word. 
The Bee Master will grant the request(s) until the independent 
adjudicator is of the opinion that the word has been made 
reasonably clear to the speller.

4. Before the speller begins to spell they may ask the Bee Master 
to use the word in a sentence and for a word in the HARD 
category may also ask for the dictionary definition. As per 
below, the dictionary we will use at the Eason Spelling Bee is 
the Collins English Dictionary 13th edition.

5. When the speller is sure that they understand the word, they 
must say the word themselves to confirm the pronunciation 
and then they spell it. They must say it loudly enough for the 
adjudicator to hear. This is an oral competition; spellers are 
not permitted to use any type of writing or typing device.

6. Please note the Eason Spelling Bee uses the Collins English 
Dictionary 13th edition as their authoritative source for 
spellings, definitions and etymologies.

7. An independent adjudicator determines whether or not the 
word has been spelled correctly.

8. The independent adjudicator will be the arbiter of the 
competition. Any questions or protests about the spelling and 
pronunciation of a word or the running of the competition 
must be referred to the independent adjudicator immediately 
(before the beginning of the next round). The independent 
adjudicator’s decision will be final and no question or protest 
will be entertained once the competition has been completed.

9. Any speller found to be in breach of these rules will be 
eliminated automatically

10. If the correct spelling was given the speller remains in the 
competition. If the spelling was incorrect, that speller is 
eliminated from the competition. The Bee Master/Adjudicator 
then gives the correct spelling of the word. The eliminated 
speller sits down in their seat, and re-joins the audience at the 
end of the round.

11. The Bee Master reads a new word to the next student.

12. A speller is allowed to stop at any point during the spelling 
process and begin again from the start of the word. However 
he/she is not allowed to change any letters that they began 
with before the point at which he/she stopped. If every letter 
in the process is not the same as it was before he/she stopped, 
the speller will be eliminated.

13. Spellings will get harder as the competition progresses. It is a 
knockout competition.  Spellers will continue to be knocked 
out until one remains. If there is only one speller left at the 
end of a round, then he/she will be named the Eason Spelling 
Bee champion.

14. On occasions when there are two spellers remaining at the 
end of the round, the ‘Knockout Rule’ will come into effect. 
In this situation, the adjudicator will only adjudicate after 
both spellers have spelled their assigned word. If both 
spellers correctly spell (or misspell) their assigned words, the 
competition continues until one speller misspells a word. The 
speller deemed to be the only one to correctly spell his/her 
assigned word will be declared the winner.

RULES 2019 FORMAT

To prepare for the county competition we recommend you 
run your in-school competition in the following way:

The Spelling Bee is open to pupils of 5th and 6th class (ROI) or 
Primary 7 (NI). 

Spellers are seated facing the pronouncer. Starting with the first 
speller, each child is called in turn and the pronouncer (a teacher) 
reads out the word they are to spell.

For any word on the EASY or MEDIUM category list, the speller 
may ask for the word to be used in a sentence; for any word on the 
HARD category list, the speller may ask for both the definition of 
the word and for the word to be used in a sentence (see examples 
below). In all cases, the speller can ask the pronouncer or teacher to 
say the word again. The speller must say the word and then spell it. 
Examples are as follows:

  EASY
 Famous
 Usage: I want to be famous when I grow up.

 MEDIUM
 Mistake
 Usage: I made a mistake in the test.

 HARD
 Temporary
  Usage: The caravan was their temporary home  

until the roof of their house was repaired.
 Definition: Not permanent; provisional.

Once the speller has started to spell the word, he/she may stop 
and start over from the beginning, HOWEVER, there can be no 
changes of the letters already spelled or the order in which they 
were first spelled.

The pronouncer advises the speller if the spelling is correct or 
incorrect. They can confer with an adjudicator if necessary.

If the speller spells the word correctly they return to their seat. If 
they spell the word incorrectly, the speller is then eliminated and 
the pronouncer gives the correct spelling of the word.
The pronouncer reads a new word to the next student.  

Once all spellers have had a chance, the round is over and the next 
round begins with the remaining spellers. This continues in rounds 
until one or two spellers remain at the end of a round. If there is only 
one speller at the end of the round, he/she is declared the outright 
winner.

If there are two spellers remaining at the end of the round, the 
competition will continue on a knockout basis. Each speller will 
then be given a separate and different word from the HARD 
category list. These words will be assigned to spellers as per the 
order in which they appear in this official in-school pack.

As with any word from the HARD category list, each speller can 
ask the pronouncer or teacher for both a definition of the word and 
for the word to be used in a sentence – see example given. Spellers 
can also ask the pronouncer or teacher to say the word again.

Bamboozle 
Usage: The cheat’s aim was to bamboozle the card dealer. 
Definition: To cheat; mislead. 

If both spellers correctly spell (or misspell) their assigned word, 
the competition continues. The pronouncer or teacher may only 
adjudicate after both spellers have spelled their assigned word. 
The speller deemed to be the  
only one to correctly spell his/her assigned word will be declared 
the winner. 

The winning speller will then go on to represent their school at the 
County Spelling Bee Final.

SUGGESTED IN-SCHOOL 
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Able	 	The	kids	were	happy	when	they	were	finally	able	to	complete	the	puzzle.
Admire  Sheila stopped to admire the lovely dresses.
Alarm  He dreaded hearing his alarm go off in the mornings.
Asleep   She was asleep by the time the babysitter arrived.
Balloon He blew up a balloon for the party.
Banjo Nora played the banjo in the band.
Birch The garden was full of birch trees.
Blister		 	I	have	a	painful	blister	on	my	finger.
Bottom  The rock fell to the very bottom of the lake.
Butter  She put butter on her toast.
Camera  Whilst out shopping, they purchased a new camera.
Choir   Everyone who enjoys singing should join the choir.
Corner   The bus stop was just around the corner.
Cube  She forgot to put the ice cube tray in the freezer.
Dairy They owned a dairy farm.
Delay The rain caused a delay in play.
Dozen  Dad bought a dozen oranges at the fruit market.
Elbow  It is impossible to lick your elbow.
Expel  It is very serious for a school to expel a student.
Fiesta	 	The	saint’s	day	is	celebrated	by	a	fiesta	that	includes	a	religious	ceremony.
Flame	 	The	flame	was	lit	and	so	the	games	began.
Forget Never forget to brush your teeth.
Frump  He lack of style meant that people referred to her as a frump.
Ground Keep both feet on the ground.
Gutter  The gutter was clogged with leaves and debris after the storm.
Haste  In her haste to get away quietly, she actually ended up tripping over a  

load of bottles.
Hedge  They planted a hedge around the house.
Hobby Knitting is a useful hobby.
Ignore  It was hard to ignore all the rubbish that was littering the beauty spot.
Incur  The thief hoped the judge would not incur a long sentence on him.
Inside  The children were asked to come inside once it started raining.
Jumble  Marie held a jumble sale to try and clear out unwanted items in her garage.
Kennel  They bought a kennel for the new puppy.
Mouth He popped a toffee in his mouth.
Number  The number 10 player was his favourite on the team.
Orange She wore an orange hat.
Pamper  They decided to pamper their mum on Mother’s Day.
Pepper  Pepper is a nice addition to some dishes.
Pilot	 	The	pilot	flew	the	plane	towards	the	airport.
Probe  Before a warrant can be issued, the detective must probe the case further.
Reason  There was no reason for that reaction.
Result	 	They	awaited	the	final	result	with	great	excitement.
Scratch   She could not scratch her arm because of the bandage.
Sting  Sarah didn’t want the bee to sting her.
Tomato  She liked to eat a tomato with her lunch every day.
Volume  They turned up the volume on the television.
Walnut  All the furniture in the room was made from walnut.
Yacht	 	The	first	thing	they	did	when	they	won	the	lottery	was	to	buy	a	yacht.
Zone  The council assigned the area as a commercial zone.

Abroad Lucy liked to go abroad on her holidays every year.
Absorb	 They	used	a	sponge	to	absorb	the	water	on	the	floor.
Achieve The athlete works hard to achieve great things.
Alphabet	 One	of	the	first	things	you	learn	at	school	is	the	alphabet.
Appraise The engineer walked around the side of the house to appraise the damage.
Arrogant The football player was arrogant after his win.
Author J.K. Rowling is the author of the Harry Potter books.
Baffle	 The	maths	question	continued	to	baffle	the	students.
Balsam This balsam gives the tree a fragrant odour when the leaves are unfolding.
Bandage My Mom put a very large bandage on my knee.
Beautiful The view from the top of the mountain was just beautiful.
Bramble  It’s an old tradition to eat the fruit of the bramble from the hedgerows  

once they are in season.
Butcher The butcher threw scraps to the stray dog sitting outside his shop.
Cabaret The group headed to a cabaret show.
Cabinet They bought a new kitchen cabinet.
Chimney Santa never gets stuck in the chimney.
Coffee Dad likes coffee with his breakfast.
Colcannon Colcannon is a popular dish in Ireland.
Column  All that survived in the Roman ruins was a single column.
Damsel He keeps coming to the aid of this damsel in distress.
Decimal She couldn’t work out where to put the decimal point.
Degree He was delighted to receive an Honours degree from university.
Discount She was able to get plenty of bargains at the discount supermarket.
Dolphin The dolphin swims in the sea.
Faction  In the story, the hero was born into a faction of the population that dedicated  

their lives to helping each other.
Faculty She had a wonderful faculty for describing things.
Flamingo	 The	flamingo	has	pink	feathers.
Fragrant There was a sweet fragrant from the roses.
Frenzy The crowd went into a wild frenzy when the band arrived on stage.
Friction Friction gradually caused the sliding box to slow down and stop.
Fudge  He couldn’t decide if he wanted a fudge or a jelly sweet.
Furniture The carpenter made lovely furniture out of wood.
Gazebo They placed a gazebo in the garden.
Gemini Her star sign was Gemini.
Ghoul  At Halloween time the children were afraid that a goblin or a ghoul  

may appear.
Golden The elderly couple celebrated their golden wedding anniversary.
Gradual The trail around the mountain had a gradual upward grade.
Gravity Isaac Newton discovered gravity.
Guitar  I would like to learn how to play the guitar.
Harvest The good weather meant it was time to harvest the wheat.
Hesitate Dylan always seemed to hesitate when a decision had to be made.
Horrific	 The	images	of	the	war	shown	on	the	television	were	horrific.
Hustle The crowd began to hustle out the door after the concert.
Hybrid Hybrid cars are the way of the future.
Incident The incident happened last night.
Indicate They had to indicate to the runners which was the best route to take.
Insecure They felt insecure in their home after the robbery.

WORD LIST Medium
LEVEL:
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Instance In this instance, it was decided to close the school due to the heavy snowfall.
Instruct  You can instruct your bank to allow a third party to remove money  

from your account.
Invasion The children prayed that an alien invasion would stop their exam going ahead.
Juggle The birthday entertainer was able to juggle 12 oranges at a time.
Magazine The fashion magazine was very popular among young girls.
Mission The army had a mission to protect the natives.
Naked The nudists were completely naked when they went for their swim in the sea.
Needle She bought a new needle and then began to sew. 
Nephew	 My	nephew	is	fifteen	years	old.
Nourish Milk is the best food to nourish a growing baby.
Oppress Revolutions often occur when governments oppress their citizens.
Organic It is commonly understood that organic food is healthier.
Overlay  They decided to overlay the earth with plastic to stop the weeds  

coming through.
Oyster	 She	ate	an	oyster	for	the	first	time.
Palace The Queen of England lives in Buckingham Palace.
Parable  It’s loosely based on the parable of the sower, where there are three images of  

a	man	ploughing	a	field,	a	man	sowing	seed	and	a	man	reaping	a	harvest.
Pastoral The cottage seemed charming in its pastoral setting.
Perish	 They	were	worried	that	all	their	belongings	would	perish	in	the	fire.
Perspex The builder used perspex instead of glass.
Pigeon The pigeon hung around the tables hoping for crumbs to fall on the ground.
Pillion She was a pillion passenger on the motorbike.
Plankton  It is on the plankton that a great part of the higher animal life of the sea  

ultimately depends for food.
Preach The minister began to preach from his pulpit.
President Michael D Higgins is the President of Ireland.
Proverb  May today be better than yesterday, but, not as good as tomorrow’ is  

an example of a proverb.
Receive She waited to receive her tickets in the post.
Regular She was a regular visitor to the museum.
Revision Revision is very important to exam preparation.
Salvage  She was unable to salvage her homework from the liquid that had  

spilled on her desk.
Satisfy The big meal was enough to satisfy her appetite.
Scrutiny The essay was subject to scrutiny.
Sneeze Its hard to stop a sneeze.
Sparrow	 The	sparrow	flew	to	her	nest.
Stomach The stomach is an important organ of the body.
Surgery After the surgery the patient was much better.
Tickle They began to tickle her, and she laughed out loud.
Tissue The doctor showed the students the tissue beneath the man’s skin.
Ultimate The World Cup is the ultimate victory in football.
Unique The children enjoyed her unique way of storytelling.
Waddle She had a funny waddle of a walk.
Walking  People used to say that he was a walking history book with his  

knowledge of the past.
Youth The older generation sometimes give out about the youth of today.

Abracadabra  And the magician said abracadabra and the rabbit appeared out of the hat.  
A spoken formula, used esp by conjurors. A word used in incantations, etc, considered to 
possess magic powers.

Acaulescent  The lily is not acaulescent.  
Having no visible stem or a very short one.

Accelerometer  The last thing that they installed on the rocket before its launch was an accelerometer. 
An instrument for measuring acceleration, esp of an aircraft or rocket.

Apoplexy My grandmother’s fall caused apoplexy, and now she can only communicate by writing  
 or typing.  
  Sudden loss of consciousness, often followed by paralysis, caused by rupture or 

occlusion of a blood vessel in the brain. 
Banshee The story of the banshee fascinates people.  
 (in Irish folklore) a female spirit whose wailing warns of impending death.
Bartizan There are traces of a circular bartizan in the middle of the wall facing the sea. 
 A small turret projecting from a wall, parapet, or tower.
Bibliotherapy The therapist prescribed bibliotherapy as treatment for the patient.  
 The use of reading as therapy.
Bruschetta She ordered bruschetta as the starter.  
  An Italian open sandwich of toasted bread topped with olive oil and tomatoes,  

olives, etc.
Carnassial Foxes have pronounced carnassial pairs, which is characteristic of a carnivore.  
  In	zoology,	of,	relating	to,	or	designating	the	last	upper	premolar	and	first	lower	molar	

teeth	of	carnivores,	which	have	sharp	edges	for	tearing	flesh.
Caveat There was a caveat placed on those who decided to enter the lions den.  
  Formal	notice	requesting	the	court	or	officer	to	refrain	from	taking	some	specified	

action without giving prior notice to the person lodging the caveat: Warning; caution.
Chromatophore A chromatophore in a frog makes it green.  
  A cell in the skin of frogs, chameleons, etc, in which pigment is concentrated or 

dispersed, causing the animal to change colour.
Commemorate A yearly remembrance service was held to commemorate the World War.  
 To honour or keep alive the memory of.
Disappropriate He was disappropriate with the funds from the sale of the property.  
 To end the appropriation of (property, money, etc).
Disassimilate The scientist decided to disassimilate the theory to make it simpler to understand. 
 To break down (a complex molecule or substance) into simple ones through catabolism.
Dodecastyle The front of the building was dodecastyle.  
 (of building or portico) having twelve columns.
Econometrics  Our business had to do some econometrics because it would incorporate math and 

statistics to determine certain relationships in our company. 
(functioning as singular) the application of mathematical and statistical techniques to 
economic problems and theories.

Embroil He constantly seemed to embroil himself in trouble at work.  
 To	involve	(a	person,	oneself,	etc)	in	trouble,	conflict,	or	argument.
Epiphyllous  The epiphyllous species are very peculiar as occurring upon perennial leaves of certain 

trees and shrubs, whose vitality is not at all affected by their presence.  
Botany (of plants) growing on, or attached to, the leaf of another plant.

Facultative  A facultative pathogen of some insect species commonly used as a biopesticide. 
Empowering but not compelling the doing of an act.

Fluorescence It	is	remarkable	for	its	fluorescence,	which	in	the	opinion	of	some	authorities	adds	to	 
 its beauty.  
  The emission of light or other radiation from atoms or molecules that are bombarded by 

particles, such as electrons, or by radiation from a separate source.

WORD LIST Hard
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Foosball The game of foosball is always great fun.  
  US and Canadian: A game, often played in bars, in which opponents on either side 

of a purpose-built table attempt to strike a ball into the other side’s goal by moving 
horizontal bars to which miniatures of footballers are attached.

Gallimaufry The	film	was	too	much	of	a	gallimaufry.	  
 A jumble; hotchpotch.
Hacienda  The vast hacienda had enough sleeping quarters for the proprietors as well as  

any guests.
  A ranch or large estate. Any substantial stock-raising, mining, or manufacturing 

establishment in the country.
Heliolatry The sunbather’s heliolatry caused her to spend countless hours soaking up rays   
 under the sun.   
 Worship of the sun.
Hippopotamus The hippopotamus enjoyed lounging in the river.  
  A very large massive gregarious artiodactyl mammal, living in or around the rivers 

of tropical Africa. It has short legs and a thick skin sparsely covered with hair.
Homogeneous  All the members of my book club share a homogenous taste in reading so we never 

have any issues agreeing on a book.  
Composed of similar or identical parts or elements. Of uniform nature. Similar in 
kind or nature.

Hoodlum The guards arrived to stop the hoodlum causing chaos.  
	 A	pretty	gangster	or	ruffian.	A	lawless	youth.
Ignoramus The head waiter was a complete ignoramus to his staff.  
 An ignorant person; fool.
Incapacitate  Unless the virus is removed immediately, it will incapacitate the computer’s 

operating system.  
To deprive of power, strength, or capacity; disable. To deprive of legal capacity or 
eligibility.

Inferior Orna felt very inferior among all those academics.  
 Lower in value or quality. Lower in rank, position, or status; subordinate.
Jubilant The	parents	were	jubilant	at	the	arrival	of	their	first	child.	  
 Feeling or expressing great joy.
Juggernaut  The juggernaut was able to carry a huge load.  

A very large lorry for transporting goods by road, esp one that travels throughout 
Europe. A form of Krishna miraculously raised by Brahma from the state of crude 
idol to that of living god.

Literature Many Irish authors have contributed to the popularity of literature.  
  Written material such as poetry, novels, essays, etc, esp works of imagination 

characterized by excellence of style and expression and by themes of general or 
enduring interest.

Magnesium A lack of magnesium causes muscles to go into spasm.  
  A light silvery-white metallic element of the alkaline earth series that burns with an 

intense	white	flame,	occurring	principally	in	magnesite,	dolomite,	and	carnallite:	
used	in	light	structural	alloys,	flashbulbs,	flares,	and	fireworks.

Malaise Jason knew he was getting ill because of the malaise he had been experiencing for a  
 few days.  
  A feeling of unease or depression. A mild sickness, not symptomatic of any disease 

or ailment. A complex of problems affecting a country, economy, etc: Bulgaria’s 
economic malaise.

Marzipan The baker put a layer of marzipan on the cake before putting on the icing.  
  A paste made from ground almonds, sugar, and egg whites, used to coat fruit cakes 

or moulded into sweets.

WORD LIST Hard
LEVEL:

Mattress A comfortable mattress is key to a good nights sleep.  
 	A	large	flat	pad	with	a	strong	cover,	filled	with	straw,	foam	rubber,	etc,	and	often	

incorporating coiled springs, used as a bed or as part of a bed.
Megaherbivore The elephant is classed as a megaherbivore due to its size.  
 A large herbivore, such as an elephant, weighing more than 1000kg.
Nanopublishing  Nanopublishing is popular amongst bloggers.  

An inexpensive form of online publishing that uses blogging as a model to reach a 
specific	audience.

Narcolepsy Tom suffered with narcolepsy, which meant he regularly fell asleep.  
 A rare condition characterized by sudden and uncontrollable episodes of deep sleep.
Ordnance After a locksmith opened the door, the ordnance was discovered.  
 Cannon or artillery. Military supplies; munitions.
Oxymoron The phrase “accidently on purpose” is an example of an oxymoron.  
 An epigrammatic effect, by which contradictory terms are used in conjunction.
Paranoia He suffered with paranoia.  
  A form of schizophrenia characterized by a slowly progressive deterioration of the 

personality, involving delusions and often hallucinations.
Penicillin Alexander Fleming discovered penicillin.  
  Any of a group of antibiotics with powerful bactericidal action, used to treat many 

types of infections, including pneumonia, gonorrhoea, and infections caused by 
streptococci and staphylococci.

Phillumenist The phillumenist liked to display his collection in a special room in his house.  
 A person who collects matchbox labels.
Prefabricate The builders had to prefabricate the new hut.  
  To manufacture sections of (a building), esp in a factory, so that they can be easily 

transported to and rapidly assembled on a building site.
Repercussion  The people in my neighbourhood will not report the crime lord’s activities because 

they are afraid of a possible repercussion. 
A result or consequence, esp one that is somewhat removed from the action or event 
which precipitated it.

Revolution The French Revolution was an important event in history.  
 The overthrow or repudiation of a regime or political system by the governed.
Rocambole The dish was seasoned with rocambole.  
 A variety of sand leek whose garlic-like bulb is used for seasoning.
Sacrosanct Sunday dinner was sacrosanct in her house.  
 Very sacred or holy; inviolable.
Sapphire Her engagement ring had a sapphire stone in it.  
  Any precious corundum gemstone that is not red, esp the highly valued transparent 

blue variety.
Tabasheer The	use	of	tabasheer	has	lately	excited	the	attention	of	the	scientific	world.	 	
 Dried bamboo sap, used medicinally in the Far East.
Technophobe He’s also a bit of a technophobe and has never used a computer.  
  Someone who fears the effects of technological development on society and the 

environment.
Tentaculiferous  When	people	think	of	a	tentaculiferous	cephalopod,	the	first	one	that	comes	to	mind	

is an octopus.  
Having tentacles.

Totem  In Native American society, the Eagle is a very powerful totem, a symbol of great 
spiritual	significance.	  
(in some societies, esp among North American Indians) an object, species of animal 
or plant, or natural phenomenon symbolizing a clan, family, etc, often having 
ritual associations.
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TERMS & CONDITIONS 

Terms & Conditions for Eason Spelling Bee

1.  Eason Limited (the ”Promoter”) reserves the right to amend, 
suspend or terminate these terms and conditions, the Eason

  Spelling Bee rules and the Eason Spelling Bee competition  
(“the Competition”) at any time without prior notice.

2.  The competition is open to National schools in the Republic 
of Ireland and Primary schools in Northern Ireland only. The 
immediate family of employees of the Promoter, employees 
of any of its associated companies, employees of any 
agencies connected with this Competition and the owners 
and employees of participating Promoter outlets/premises 
will not be eligible to enter (or otherwise participate in) 
this Competition. For these purposes an “immediate family 
member” includes a child, step child, grandchild, brother, step 
brother, sister or step sister.

3. No purchase necessary. 

4.  The Competition registration will commence on November 
5th 2018 and the closing date for entries will be midnight on 
Monday 14th January 2019. Registration period may be extended 
at the discretion of the Promoter.

5.  Entry into this Competition shall be deemed to be a full and 
unconditional acceptance of these terms and conditions.

6.  Pupils who enter the Competition on behalf of their national 
school (ROI) must be a pupil in either 5th or 6th class in that 
national school during the 2018/2019 school year.

7.  Pupils who enter the Competition on behalf of their primary 
school (NI) must be a pupil in Primary 7 in that primary school 
during the 2018/2019 school year.

8. Prizes include:  
  •  All-Ireland winning school – A book library to  

the value of €7,500
  •  All-Ireland finalists (non-winners) – A book library  

to the value of €3,000
  • Overall winner – Books to the value of €500 
  • Finalists (non-winners) – Books to the value of €250 
  • County Heat winners – Books to the value of €50 
  •  All national/primary schools who enter before or on 

Monday 17th December 2018 will be entered into a draw for 
a chance to win a €500 Eason Gift Card.

9. No cash alternative will be offered in lieu of any prize awarded.

10. The prize is non-transferable and non-refundable. 
 
 

11.  To enter, national/primary schools must register with the 
Competition and nominate their best speller to take part in the 
Competition. They must also supply details of their best 
speller’s name, address and telephone number.

12.  Entrants must be available on their relevant Eason Spelling Bee 
dates and able to travel to the County Heats, Provincial Finals 
and All-Ireland Final.

13.  All-Ireland finalists must be able to travel to a specific  
location on a specific date. These details will be decided  
by the promoter.

14.  All school entries must be submitted online or posted to 
Eason Spelling Bee, c/o Eason Ltd, Block 4, First Floor, Swords 
Business Park, Co.Dublin, K67 X903

15.  The Promoter accepts no responsibility for completed entries 
lost in transit. Completed entries will not be returned.

16.  Participating national/primary schools must hold their own 
internal spelling bee and nominate their best speller to 
participate in the Competition at County Heat level.

17.  Participating pupils must return the release form with their 
guardian’s signature prior to the County Heat for approval to 
enter the Competition.

18.  The allocation of the national/primary school prizes will be  
to individual national/primary schools only.

19.  The Promoter reserves the right to alter the specifications 
of the prize should that specified be unavailable for reasons 
beyond their control. Any alternative prize will be of  
equal value.

20.  Neither the Promoter nor its agents will have any liability or 
responsibility for any claim arising in connection with 
participation in the Competition or any of the prizes awarded.

21.  These terms and conditions shall be governed by and construed 
in accordance with Irish law.

22.  The entrants personal data will only be held for the purpose of 
selecting the winner and will not be used for any other 
purposes whatsoever without their prior permission. Any 
personal data relating to entrants will be used solely in 
accordance with current data protection legislation and will 
not be disclosed to a third party without the individual’s  
prior permission.

23.  All spellings will be judged correct or incorrect based on the 
spelling used in the Collins English Dictionary 13th edition.

24.  All enquires relating to this competition should be made  
to Eason Limited, Block 4, First Floor, Swords Business Park, 
Co.Dublin, K67 X903. Phone: 01 844 8888.

Ultrafastidious Eoin was ultrafastidious in doing the company accounts.  
 Extremely fastidious.
Umbrage He takes umbrage against anyone who criticises him.  
  Displeasure or resentment; offence (in the phrase give or take umbrage). The foliage 

of trees, considered a providing shade.
Utensil They found an old utensil in the garden shed.  
 An implement, tool, or container for practical use.
Vaccine The	baby	received	it’s	first	vaccine	at	only	2	months	old.	  
  A	suspension	of	dead,	attenuated,	or	otherwise	modified	microorganisms	(viruses,	

bacteria, or rickettsiae) for inoculation to produce immunity to a disease by 
stimulating the production of antibodies.

Vituperate  After dealing with the vituperative criticism of her peers for several years, Ellen 
finally	decided	to	quit	her	job	and	work	from	home.	  
To berate or rail (against) abusively; revile.

Xylophone She played the xylophone in the orchestra.  
  A percussion instrument consisting of a set of wooden bars of graduated length.  

It is played with hard-headed.
Zamouse The zamouse ran amongst the other animals in the African plains.  
 A West African buffalo with short horns and fringed ears.
Zwieback There was always a queue in the bakery for zwieback.  
  A	small	type	of	rusk,	which	has	been	baked	first	as	a	loaf,	then	sliced	and	toasted,	

usually bought ready-made.

Balalaika The balalaika is synonymous with Russia.  
  A plucked musical instrument, usually having a triangular body and three strings: 

used	chiefly	for	Russian	folk	music.
Dermatomyositis  Dermatomyositis	is	a	rare	disease	that	causes	muscles	to	become	inflamed.	

A	chronic	medical	condition	characterized	by	inflammation	of	muscles	(myositis)	
accompanied by a skin rash

Electroluminescence  Electroluminescence is the direct conversion of electric energy to light by a 
luminescent material.  
The	emission	of	light	by	a	phosphor	when	activated	by	an	alternating	field	or	by	a	
gas when activated by an electric discharge.

Fideicommissum  An	inheritance	may	have	been	organised	as	a	fideicommissum,	which	usually	cannot	
be	sold	or	diminished,	only	its	profits	are	disposable.	  
(Civil law) a gift of property, usually by will, to be held on behalf of another who 
cannot receive the gift directly.

Loquacious  The famous face was the loquacious host of a talk show.  
Characterised by or showing a tendency to talk a great deal.

Microradiography  They had to use microradiography in order to see the problem.  
An enlarged version of an image obtained by a form of radiography that reveals 
minute details.

Palaeoecology  These changes in environment are coupled with changes in paleoecology. 
The study of fossil animals and plants in order to deduce their ecology and the 
environmental conditions in which they lived.

Salicaceous  The weeping willow is a good example of a salicaceous tree.  
of,	relating	to,	or	belonging	to	the	Salicaceae,	a	chiefly	N	temperate	family	of	trees	
and shrubs having catkins: includes the willows and poplars.

Please note these words are sourced from the  
Collins English Dictionary 12th Edition. All  
further competition 2019 words will be sourced  
from the Collins English Dictionary 13th Edition.
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